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 A Community 

Why are the wild places in my community important 

and how can I take care of wild spaces in Mansfield, 

Connecticut? This is the driving question for     

Mansfield Middle School grade 5 student teams who 

are piloting a research program about their world. 

Over three weeks, students spent two to three hours 

each day outdoors focusing on different aspects of 

the project. Teachers Brenda Moulton, Melissa 

Batulevitz, and Martha 

Davis collaborated with 

Andrea Petrullo from 

the State Department of 

Energy and Environ-

mental Protection to 

motivate students to 

study the outdoors like 

scientists. 

For example, one group 

worked with local     

specialists to learn how  

invasive species such 

as Asiatic Bittersweet    

impact native fauna and 

flora in Mansfield.  Another group of researchers 

studied birds and habitats to align with the Connecti-

cut Audubon Societyôs annual Christmas Bird Count.  

The third group used resource material to identify 

trees in the forest area of the Nipmuck Trail, and  

studied how forests change.   

Producing and sharing information beyond the 

school is a critical part of these projects. After a pilot 

experience with a subgroup of grade 5 students, the 

larger team hopes to engage in a full grade level  

experience that expands this work this spring. 

The planning phase for the new Mansfield Elemen-

tary School project is coming to a close, and the  

project will progress into Phase I construction later 

this spring. 

After months of intensive refinements between archi-

tectural firm TSKP Studio, the Town of Mansfieldôs 

School Building Committee and the Board of Educa-

tion, the project has reached its final stage of review.  

All plans have now been submitted to Connecticutôs 

Office of School Construction Grants & Review 

which oversees proposed architectural plans before 

the project goes out for bids on construction.   
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The school is being designed to accommodate Pre-

kindergarten to grade 4 students throughout Mans-

field who presently attend Southeast Elementary, 

Vinton Elementary and Goodwin Elementary 

Schools.  The 18-month construction schedule     

targets moving into the new building for the start of 

the 2022-23 school year. 

Reflecting the values of the Mansfield community, 

this will be the first public school that does not rely 

on fossil fuels for energy production, a term known 

as net zero energy. The goal is to reduce energy 

use and minimize energy loss through the use of 

geothermal heating systems, use of natural light and 

optimizing the systems so the solar panels are gen-

erating all the energy needed to operate the school.  

A building science and net zero construction engi-

neering firm, CMTA, is advising the team on this  

aspect of the project. Study of the energy output and 

consumption of the school could be a learning      

opportunity for students. 

The pandemic influenced design considerations, too, 

with special attention given to how to optimize air 

quality and humidity, and ensuring maximum ventila-

tion air without compromising indoor thermal comfort 

for the learning environment. Touchless fixtures and 

touchless water stations are examples of other de-

tails incorporated into the specifications to minimize 

potential spread of germs.   

Special care will also be taken in creating flexible 

spaces for individual and group work, plus allowing 

for spaces for teacher collaboration. For example, 

the cafeteria at the core of the school provides a 

bright, open environment for students to enjoy 

meals, but also serves as a swing-space for instruc-

tion plus a resource for the community after hours. 

A full presentation of the project for the community is 

planned for late April.   

 


